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About the Project
Walking through the streets of Nakhon Si Thammarat, one 
begins to notice the number of wedding studios on what 
seems like every street corner. Unlike wedding dress shops 
in the west where clients usually buy their wedding dresses to 
keep as a token of their special day, here clients typically rent 
their wedding attire. These studios act as a one-stop-shop for 
clients by offering packages for brides to be. Packages often 
include two wedding dresses, a wedding photographer, and a 
wedding planner. Prices of these packages vary depending on 
what and how many services the client wants included.

There exists another layer of complexity within the local wedding 
industry when one considers the implementation of western 
symbols of marriage, such as the white wedding gown and 
tuxedo. This project aims to address the role of globalization 
on localized trends, the interrelationships between wedding 
studios and other shops in the area, and the changing sense 
of identity within the wedding industry in southern Thailand. 
Images in this collection were created in July 2014, and include 
imagery from Thasala, Nakhon Si Thammarat City, and select 
areas on the island of Phuket.

Background on wedding
traditions in Thailand
During their wedding day, Thai couples will wear two outfits: the 
white dress and tuxedo common that are common in the west, 
and the traditional Thai silk attire. The traditional style clothing 
will be worn in the Buddhist ceremony at a temple early in the 
morning, during which only the couple’s closest friends and family 
are in attendance. The couple will make merit to the monks who 
oversee their ceremony by giving donations to the temple. After 

this, the couple will change into their white gown and tuxedo and 
throw a huge celebration in the evening with as many guests 
as they desire. These celebrations are comparable to wedding 
receptions in the west where large parties and sit down dinners 
are common themes. It is not unusual for a bride and groom 
to invite anywhere from 100-300 guests to their celebration, 
which is “held with great revelry.”1

According to one shop owner interviewed, the tradition of 
wearing the white wedding dresses and tuxedos began in 
Thailand around the turn of the 20th century during the reign 
of King Rama V. This connection posited by the shop owner is 
no mere coincidence. Seeking to improve and develop what 
was then Siam, King Rama V drew inspiration and knowledge 
from his travels around the world, particularly from Europe. 
During his reign, he adapted much of his observations to 
Siamese politics, social structure, and justice system so that 
Siam could survive on its own without being colonized by 
European nations.2 Ironically, with this push for development 
as a means of preventing colonization came new traditions 
and trends from the west, including the white wedding dresses 
available in these shops today.

1 “Thai Wedding Ceremony.” Thai Embassy. Siam Legal, n.d. Web. 2 

Aug. 2014.
2 “Chulalongkorn.” Columbia Electronic Encyclopedia, 6Th Edition (2013): 1. Literary Reference 

Center. Web. 2 Aug. 2014.
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Thai wedding studios store 
fronts, Nakhon  Si Thammarat 
City, Thasala, and Phuket
Various dates,  July 2014

There are over one hundred wedding studios 
in Nakhon Si Thammarat City alone. Each is 
independently owned and operated, and usually 
offers packages of services available to brides 
and grooms to be. While the number of studios 
seems  high, it comes as no surprise when looking 
at census data for the country. About 66% of the 
population is of working age (15-59 years old), a 
demographic which contains the age of most people 
of marrying age in Thailand.1 From the time of 2000 
census to the 2010 census in Thailand, there was a 
slight increase in the number of married persons in 
the country.2

1 Thailand. Ministry of Information and Communication 
Technology. National Statistical Office. Chapter 2: Major Find-
ings. National Statistical Office, n.d. Web. 2 Aug. 2014. 
2 Thailand. Ministry of Information and Communication 
Technology. National Statistical Office. The Gender Statistics  
Survey. Ministry of Information and Communication, n.d. Web. 
3 Aug. 2014.
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Wedding Studio after hours, Thasala
July 10, 2014

Because most wedding studios in this area offer packages that include the two wedding dresses, photography, hair and makeup for the 
bride, and a wedding planner, one can assume that this shop sports what appears to be a full salon facil i ty for their clients. Surrounding 
the salon area are rental dresses covered in plastic dry cleaning bags. The owner for the shop was nowhere to be found and despite 
appearances (no closed doors, no shut windows), the shop was closed for the evening. 
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Rental Pieces for the Groom, 
Classic Studio, Nakhon Si 
Thammarat City  
July 22, 2014

In the center of  the image we see a blend 
of  the western inf luence and tradi t ional  Thai 
sty le by combining pieces from a tuxedo 
alongside pants made from Thai  s i lk .
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Portraits of brides, Thasala 
July 10, 2014

It is common for bridal studios in this 
region to include portraits of past brides 
to display the photography offered 
in their packages, or styling services 
provided by the shop. On the wall of 
the empty bridal shop hangs an array 
of portraits. It is unclear as to whether 
or not these are past clients or images 
meant as points of inspiration for future 
clients 
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White wedding dress versus traditional Thai wedding dress, Tonrak Wedding 
Shop, Nakhon Si Thammarat City 
July 12, 2014

While this shop is smaller in size, Tonrak Wedding Shop offers a wide variety of styles of white wedding dresses and a 
somewhat smaller select ion of tradit ional dresses. The base rental price for a white gown at this shop starts at 2,000 
baht. Prices increase depending on intr icacy of the design. Kaew, the shop owner, f inds dress designs and then has 
the dresses cut to order. 
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Rental pieces hang in back of the studio, Together Studio, Nakhon Si Thammarat City
July 11, 2014

Together Studio s i ts along a block between three other wedding studios in downtown Nakhon Si  Thammarat Ci ty.  White dresses can be 
rented for anywhere between 4,000baht and 8,000 baht each. The tradi t ional  dresses usual ly are rented out at  a cheaper pr ice f rom 4,000 
baht to 5,000 baht per day. This shop is fami ly owned and operated and also offers photography packages to couples that are usual ly 
taken pr ior  to the ceremony. Some shops also offer  rental  p ieces for the ent i re wedding party,  and the rental  rates for  these pieces are 
of ten lower than wedding dresses. 
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Traditional Thai wedding dresses on display, I Love You Studio, Nakhon Si Thammarat City
July 11, 2014

Rental  pr ices for  the whi te wedding dresses in th is shop usual ly ranges from 6,000baht to 25,000 baht each, and tradi t ional  dresses 
usual ly rent for  4,000 baht to 15,000 baht each. The most ident i fy ing element of  these dresses is the Thai  s i lk ,  as i t  is  customari ly only 
worn dur ing the actual  wedding ceremony that takes place in the morning of  the couple’s special  day.
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White wedding dresses hang in 
open doorway, Thasala
July 10, 2014

White dresses tend to be the main draw for 
c l ients into di fferent shops, as i t  is  common 
to see a wider select ion of  sty les of  these 
gowns than of  the t radi t ional  sty le gowns. 
According to one shop owner,  despi te the 
number of  shops in the area there is st i l l  a 
great deal  of  compet i t ion f rom shop to shop. 
Regardless,  most c l ients are swayed more by 
pr ic ing of  services and rentals than any other 
factor.
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Interior of Parichat Flower Shop, Nakhon Si Thammarat City 
July 12, 2014

Parichat Flower Shop has been in business for 20 years,  and works wi th wedding planners,  the br ide and groom, or hotel  and venue staff  to coordinate 
f lower arrangements for  the wedding events on a regular basis.  Pensr i  (center)  shows off  a book of  f loral  arrangements f rom past wedding gigs.  Most of 
the t ime, the shop suppl ies f resh f lowers,  but  a lso provides fake f lowers for  certain types of  décor.  Tradi t ion also dictates that  the couple wears a set  of 
f lower gar lands around their  necks as a s ign of  uni ty and unbroken bonds dur ing the ear ly morning ceremony, which the shop also provides.
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White wedding gowns in 
store window, Classic 
Studio, Nakhon Si 
Thammarat City 
July 22, 2014

Whi le some shops wi l l  have wedding dresses 
cut to order f rom suppl iers,  other shops buy 
dresses that are already made from suppl iers 
in larger c i t ies l ike Bangkok. I t  is  rare that 
br ides wi l l  want custom dresses made as the 
rental  opt ion is typical ly the most f inancial ly 
v iable opt ion.
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Printed signs for customers, 
Tonrak Wedding Shop, Nakhon 
Si Thammarat City
July 12, 2014

Along with Tonrak Wedding Shop’s usual package 
(dresses, floral arrangements, photography, 
invitations, etc.), the shop also offers printed signs 
that can be used for the wedding events that are 
in full color and include pictures of the brifffde and 
groom. This comes as no surprise considering how 
large celebrations after the wedding ceremony 
can be. 
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Future Bride Preps for pre-wedding Photos, Tonrak Wedding Shop, Nakhon Si Thammarat City
July 12, 2014

This bride to be is 23 years of age and met her f iancé at university.  She has spent t ime with a professional hair and makeup art ist 
arranged for her by the shop. She is then given the chance to choose the dress she wanted to be photographed in. After this, she 
f inal izes her look with the hair piece and earrings in the back of the shop while her f iancé sits in the hair and makeup chair himself. 
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Rolls of Thai silk versus fabric 
for white gowns, Chokdee 
Fabric Shop, Nakhon Si 
Thammarat City
July 22, 2014

Chokdee Fabr ic shop has been in business 
for 35 years and sel ls al l  k inds of  fabr ics 
for  a wide var iety of  c l ientele.  Wedding 
shops are their  th i rd most common cl ient 
behind schools and governmental  agencies. 
Chokdee sel ls both fabr ics made for the 
t radi t ional  Thai  sty le of  wedding dress (about 
140 baht per meter)  and the white wedding 
dress (about 120 baht per meter) .  Fabr ics 
for  the whi te dresses are imported from 
China, and the product ion of  these fabr ics 
is comparable to that  of  I ta l ian methods of 
product ion.
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Up close and personal with 
Thai silk, Chokdee Fabric 
Shop, Nakhon Si 
Thammarat City
July 22, 2014

Fabrics for the traditional style dresses are usually 
made in Thailand but are occasionally imported 
from Indonesia and South Korea. While these 
fabrics used to be reserved for special occasions, 
particularly for weddings, many hotels have begun 
ordering these fabrics to use for as decoration such 
as table cloths for special events.  
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Wedding souvenirs for 
purchase, Ratana Shop 
and Chokdee Fabric Shop, 
Nakhon Si Thammarat City 
July 12 and 22, 2014

Souvenirs are customari ly given to close 
family members and other guests who attend 
the wedding ceremony At Ratana Shop (r ight), 
customers buy these gif ts wholesale, and the 
price for each piece costs between 10 baht 
to 20 baht each. While Chokdee Fabric Shop 
( left) primari ly sel ls fabric, customers can 
also purchase souvenirs in bulk at the shop. 
Typical ly, these gif ts consist of small  tea 
cups, fans, small  decorative boxes, or coin 
purses. Special gif ts are usually set aside for 
family members of the bride and groom such 
as parents and grandparents, and are often 
presented in ornate ceramic bowls.
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Chinese couple takes pre-wedding pictures, Phuket
July 17, 2014

Phuket  is  a  popular  tour is t  dest inat ion off  the southwest  coast  o f  the Thai  peninsula,  and is  known for  i ts  scenic  v iews 
and access ib i l i ty  for  ne ighbor ing countr ies on the Asian cont inent .  The couple p ic tured here is  one of  many who chose to 
be marr ied in  Phuket  as opposed to  the i r  home of  Bei j ing,  China. 
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Interior of Nakhon Kan Pim 
Invit iat ion Shop, Nakhon 
Si Thammarat 
July 12, 2014

This invi tat ion shop si ts next to Ratana 
Souvenir  shop on a busy street in NST ci ty. 
Here,  a couple or a wedding planner can go 
in person and choose the type of  invi tat ion 
they want to use for their  wedding day. 
Invi tat ions run anywhere from 6 baht to 20 
baht each. After the couple has chosen a 
design from the shop’s select ion,  the shop 
wi l l  pr int  informat ion on the card using a 
near ly 100 year old or ig inal  Heidelberg 
pr int ing press.1

1 “The History of Heidelberger Druckmaschinen AG.” 
Heidelberg. Heidelberg, 06 Oct. 2000. Web. 2 Aug. 2014.
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Wedding photobooks and 
dresses on display, Classic 
Studio, Nakhon Si Thammarat
July 22, 2014

Cl ients in th is shop are invi ted to f l ip 
through wedding books of  past c l ients and 
view samples f rom the shop’s photography 
packages. Classic Studio is owned by 
Kung, who also owns I  Love You Studio 
just  down the block.  In the wake of  I  Love 
You’s success, Kung decided i t  was t ime to 
open another shop. Now, Kung feels that 
th is second shop has been somewhat less 
successful  than the f i rst .
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Store window of a Muslim 
wedding studio, Nakhon Si 
Thammarat City
July 12, 2014

While Buddhism is the predominant religion in 
Thailand, there is a strong Muslim presence in 
the southern region of the country. This being the 
case, there are many shops that cater specifically 
to this demographic, including wedding shops. 
This photograph was captured during the month 
of fasting and prayer known as Ramadan, which 
explains why this shop was closed on a busy 
Saturday downtown.
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S e a t i n g  a r e a ,  C l a s s i c 
S t u d i o ,  N a k h o n  S i
T h a m m a r a t  C i t y
July 22, 2014

Western inf luence in the Thai wedding 
industry can be seen not only in the style of 
dress. Kung admits that western style has 
become a noticeable facet of the wedding 
industry in Thailand, even down to the interior 
design of these wedding shops. As she sees 
i t ,  “westerners love Thai style, and Thais love 
western style.”
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